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AMENDMHN'T TO THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (Previously Pfesenied) Mold-closing unit for an injection molding machine for 
processing plastics materials and other plsistlcizable inasses, comprising: 

a stalioiiaiy mold carrier; 
a support elemcnl; 

a moveable mold carrier disposed between the support element and the statioi\aiy 
mold carrier, 

a mold teniering space disposed between the stationary mold carrier and the 
movable iiiokl carrier to accon\modate injection molds of variable height, meastjrcd in a 
closing direction; 

a drive adapted lo move the moveable mold carrier and the support elcment;giudc 
elemciiti? that guide the moveable mold carrier and the support element during movement 
of the moveable mold carrier and ihc support element; and 

means for moving the svipport elenionl independently from the movable mold 

carrier, 

2. (Currently Amended) Mold-closing unit according to claim 1, wherein the 
means for moving the support clcmenl includes a first device and a second devic e, which 
are in op cralile cQmnmnioation with the movable mold c arrier. 

3. (Previously Presented) Mold-closing unit according to claim 1, wherein the drive 
is a hydraulic drive, tlic drive includes a cylinder and a piston rod of a hydraulic piston- 
cylinder unit. 

4. (Previously Presented) Mold-closing unit according to claim 1 , wherehi Iho drive 
is nn electromechanical drive and includes a rotational clement and a linear movement 
weans in operational coimection with the rotational element, 

5. (Currently Amended) Mold-closiJig unit according to claim 2, wherein the 
means for moving the support element includes actuat in g means for actuation of the first 
device a n d actuation of the second device in an alternating manneT aB-att=ernate-aetufltion 
batwee n ihs i kstHle viogan d- tUfe- socon d devise. 

6. (Currently Amended) Mold-closing imit according to claim S5, wherein Uie first 
device is a clamping device and the second device is a fixing device, the second device is 
in opccoble comnumication with a portion of the guide elements. 
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7. (Previously Troscntcd) Mold-closing unit according to claim 6, wherein the 
cUiiuping device htis a first collet chuck, which is disposed coaxiially to the guide element 
hi a I'oaioii of the portion of the guide ckirienls and can be txansrorrcd with iho portion of 
(lie guide elements into positive operational cojinection free from play. 

8. (Previously Presented) Mold-closing unit according to claitn 7, wherein the first 
collet chuck has a conical region that is in hydraulic operational connection with a cone 
ring connected to an annular piston and under the force of resilient means, the annular 
piston being tixially moveable to a limited extent along the gtndc elenient. 

9. (Previously Presented) Mold-closing unit according lo claim G, wherein Hic 
portion of the snide clenionls has a thread to form a positive operational connection with a 
ihroadcci bush of the clamping device, 

10. (Previously J'nsscntcd) Mold-closing unit according to claim 6, wherein the 
clamping device, to foitn a positive operational conneclion with tlie portion of the guide 
elements has at least one nut which is operationally connected to a thread of said portion. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) Mold-closing unit according to claim 2, wherein the 
second device fixes the moveable mold can'icr in a non-positive manner to the guide 
elements. 

12. (Currently Amended) Mold-closing unit according to claira 11, wherem the 
■ftx-iit^ -sccond d evice has a second collet chuck which is disposed coaxially to one of the 
guide elements and is fixed on the moveable mold rarricr. 

13. (Pj evioualy Presented) Mold-closing unit according to claim 12, wherein the 
second collet chuck has a conical region and wherein a second hydraulically actuated 
annuli^r piston wilh a conical portion effects the clamping with the conical region when 
hydraulic pressure is applied. 

14. (Cancelled) 

15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Previously Preisentod) Mold-closing unit according to claim 13, the second 
annular piston being able to be reset via an additional resilient clement. 
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17. (I'rcviouslyl^rcscntcd) Mokl-closing unit according to claim 2, wlicrcin ihe 
firsL device variably fixes the mold teiitering space, the llrst device enters operational 
connection witli a portion of the guide elements to fix tlie mold tentering space, 

tllc second device is A fixllig device allocated to the moveable mold caiTicr which, 
on actuation, llxes the moveable mold earner in its respective positioti, 

wherein when the second device is actuated and the first device is out of 
operational connection, the drive alters fl^e mold tentering space by displacing the first 
device along the guide elements, 

wherein a part of the drive extends as a linear movement means for the moveable 
mold carrier iu a linear manitcr in a closing direction even during the cloaiag movement. 

18. (Currently Amended) Mold-closing unit according to claim 1 , wherein the 
drive sc ivCvS as ad j usting means for adiu a ting its own o pening stToke afeitaM=v^#tefs-its 
own-opeflTOg- stro ke -wh a n -the- mold ( ente ring sp aoe^ ^ ^^ alt e r ad. 

19. (Previously l*resontcd) Mold-closing unit for an injection molding machine for 
processing plaisiics materials and other plasticizable masses, comprising: 

a stationary mold carrier; 
a support element; 

a moveable mold carrier disposed between the support clement and tlie stationary 
mold CiiiTier, 

a mold tentering space disposed between ihc stationary mold carrier and the 
movable moldciirricr to accommodate injection molds of variable height; 

a drive adapted to move the moveable mold earner and tbe support clement; 

means for guiding the raovc£ible mold carrier and the support element during a 
movement of the moveable mold carrier and the support element; and 

means for moving the support clement independently from the movable mold 

carrier, 

20. (Currently Amended) Mold-closing unit according to claim 19, wherein the 
means for guiding includes guide elements that guide the moveable mold carrier and the 
support element during movement of the moveable mold carrier and the support element. 
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21 . (Currently Araendod) Mold-closing unit acuording to claim 19, wherein the 
means foe guiding includes a first p ortion of a piston rod of tl^e driv e and tlie support 
clement is a se cond portion of the piston rod of the di ivtM he' pisti l rod is ii> -oper ational 
esmxa uni eat-bfrwth-meai w for movin g-the support t^ lo iTtetit, 

22. (Currently Amended) Mold-closing unit according to claim 19, wherein the 
means for guiding includes a force transmission element having a first end and a second 
end, said first end is In'nged to the stationary mold caniei-, and ihc second e nd is in 
opera ble communic a tion with the su u port element drivc is-sappefted on th«-s«6ead-end. 

23. (Currently Amended) Mold-closing unit according to claim 1% whcreiii means 
for moving the support clement includes a first device and a second devic e, which are in 
operable co ro munieation wi t h tlic movable mo ld carrier . 

24. (rreviOMSly Presented) Mold-closing unit according lo claim 23, wherein the 
lirsl device is a clamping device and tlie second device is a llxiog device, the second 
device is in operable communication with the means for guiding, 
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